
Test → +Progressive 
+vigorously, 
energetically 

+quickly, slowly 
+X for <time 

period> 
+X in an hour Stative modifier 

Causative 
paraphrase 

Property tested → 
Predicate Class 

↓ 

[−static, 
−punctual] 

[+dynamic] 
[−punctual] 

(applies only to 
[−static]) 

[−punctual] [+telic] 
[+telic] 

(applies only to 
[+punctual]) 

[+causative] 

State −* − − +* − + − 

Activity + + + + − − − 

Accomplishment + − + Irrelevant* + + − 

Semelfactive −* −* −* +* −* − − 

Achievement −* − −* −* −* + − 

Active 
achievement 

+ + + Irrelevant* + +* − 

Causative state +* +* − + − + + 

Causative activity + + + + + + + 

Causative 
accomplishment 

+ +* + Irrelevant* + + + 

Causative 
semelfactive 

−* +* −* −* −* − + 

Causative 
achievement 

− +* −* − −* + + 

Causative active 
achievement 

+ + + Irrelevant* + + + 

Table 1. Tests for Predicate Classes1 

Key: + = This test applies to this class of predicate. * = There is some caveat involve the application of this test (cf. Van Valin 2005 for discussion). 
− = This test does not apply to this class of predicate. 

                                                 
1 The table is derived from Butler (2003, 357) and Van Valin (2005, 38-9) with a few adaptions. Butler lacks semelfactives in his table and the stative modifier test for semelfactives and achievements. 
Asterisks indicate that there is some caveat in the application of the test. for discussion those caveats.  


