The Greek pertect

An overview, lot’s of data, and a few observations



Does this verb form a perfect?

A little quiz

(i.e. What is not a perfect?)



ATTOMD UL,
‘destroy (act); perish (mid)’

true

What is not a perfect?



ELUL

‘be, am’

false

What is not a perfect?



EQYOMAL

‘come, go’

true

What is not a perfect?



TAY)POW

till, complete, tulfill,

true

What is not a perfect?



QLOEW

‘be sufficient, satistied, enough’

false

What is not a perfect?



YEAAW

‘laugh, smile’

false

What is not a perfect?



TLTTEVW
‘believe, trust’

true

What is not a perfect?



XPOVW
‘knock’

false

What is not a perfect?



Ayol9oTTolEW
‘do good’

false

What is not a perfect?



TCOLEW

‘do, make’

true

What is not a perfect?



cwlw

‘save, deliver’

true

What is not a perfect?



EVYOPLOTEW
‘give thanks’

false

What is not a perfect?



wxooTo0gw

‘suffer misfortune’

false

What is not a perfect?



EVPLOAW
‘find’

true

What is not a perfect?



AT TOATTTW
‘flash’

false

What is not a perfect?



QEVYW

‘escape, tlee’

true

What is not a perfect?



What is not a perfect?

* [ am not claiming the perfect is a definite impossibility with
these verbs.

* [ am claiming Greek speakers did not find the perfect usetful for
them.

* [ am claiming this lack of use is semantically motivated.



What is not a perfect?

 depdlw

XAV e
*dpxcw
SYEUW
(&) Adumw
“* ENATTOVE®
B ETQADTHW
S EW

S APUTTOAA W
*otiAfw

B TEPLOTELW
S TTPETTW

S uppdlw

P TETPAAPYEW
S TOOW

be at the prime

be is fitting

be sufficient

be full

shine (out)

have too little; have less
shine

sound; ring

shine like crystal

shine

abound

be fitting (for); be fitting
be (fiery) red

be tetrarch

smoke; smolder

Some State Predicates

S UTEPENW

S UmepmeploTelw
KU
“*aduvatéw

o (m/mept)puévew
e eipd

e EEeativ

W UEANW
»opotdlw
“*dpeilw

“* opopoldlw

* TTPOEVAPYOMAL
* TUOTOLYEW
P

\/ ’
*¢ X POVOTPLPE

be better than

be in great excess
need; have need of
it is impossible
persist/await

be

be permitted

be about to

be like

owe; be obligated
be like

begin before
correspond

it ought

spend time



Some Cognition & Emotion State Predicates

“*delhdw

* tevBupéopat
“* &avBdvoual
“*Eledw
“*elafeopat
“*edpuyéw
 nocopilw

S TTEPLPPOVEW
POV YEOUAL

S TTPOTHAPTEPEW
“*ouumabéw
“*OTOVOEW

2 AdnuovEw

* Oupéw [ Eyxanéw
“»elpnvedw

be cowardly
consider; reflect
forget (altogether)
have mercy on
reverence; respect
be encouraged
consider blessed

be disdainful

esteem more highly

be devoted to
sympathize with
be suspicious

be anxious

be discouraged
be at peace

“»&xBouféw
»euPptudopat

* ETaLTYOVOpAL
“»émmobéw
“*edppaive/dyodidew
 eDYAPLOTER

e lEw

“*Bopufdlw

“» BupoporyEw [yoAdw
* naxpodupéw

® TOUPAPPOVEW

e mevfén/ cuMUTEW
s omiayyvilopat

“* oTuyvadw
*YpnoTELOMAL

be alarmed

be deeply moved
be ashamed (of)
long for; desire
be glad; rejoice
be thankful

be enthusiastic
be distracted

be angry

be patient

be beside oneself
mourn; be grieved
have compassion
be gloomy

be kind



Some Experiential & Physiological State Predicates

SYUUIITELW

s ¢Eovatalw
“*Auoiteéw

“* uabnredw

’00 e ’

* Ttapabewpew
e TapaTipaive
o !

* TTWYELW
“*ouppepilw
*QypUTTVEW
“*8opilw
“*yebopat

o (Suer)ypyopéw
“* SuvaTiw
&yl
“*ouydlw

be poorly clothed
have authority over
be advantageous
be a disciple
overlook; neglect
be disobedient

be poor

have a share with
be alert; look after
foam at the mouth
taste; experience

be (fully) awake

*xoxomadéw

o ]

WO

“* puwmddw
PP

¢, ) ’

*¢* 60UVOW

S TEWAW

\/ ’

$ TUPETOW
“*oeavidlopa

\/ ’
** guyrooTofEw
 TUYROXOUYEOUAL
\/ ’

** quVwdive
Soyaive

be able; be powerful “*ysipudlw

be strong enough
be silent

’E’Xop'ro'ciw
*%* 0dlvw

suffer misfortune
wear long hair

be nearsighted

be sober

suffer, be in pain
hunger; be hungry
suffer with a fever
be epileptic
suffer together
suffer with

suffer agony with
be healthy

be in a tempest
be satisfied

have birth pains



Some Location & Position State Predicates

*dypoavréw  live out of doors
“*dvaxepar  recline at table; recline
“*dmetul be absent

*doTaTéW be homeless

314 d one’s life; li
*OLdyw spend one’s life; live
“*Stovuxtepedw spend the whole night
“*EvdnuEw be at home

o ldw live

*»*lovdailw live like Jews

W UETOW be in the middle

\/ ’

" TTAPELUL be present; have come

s meplietpo
P TTEPLOKEW
S TPOTUEVW

be around; be put around
be in the neighborhood of

remain; stay with; continue

W OTEYW

B OTHW

2 OTPVVIAW
@ auldw

S olvell
S TPUPAW

keep out, stand against
stand firm; stand

live in luxury

live with

be with; come together
live extravagantly



What is not a perfect?

/7

“*60AEw

’00 k) ’

* Avopivw
“»éxmelpdlw
“*0ptdlw

S AATASIONW

P UATAPIAEW

\/ ’

*uayedw

s opapvdéopal

\/ ’
** TPOTWTTOAYUTITEW

compete

examine; question
tempt

celebrate a feast
pursue

kiss

practice magic
console; comfort
show partiality

“*cé¢Bw show reverence for

* guvuTTOXpiVOpAL
* CUVUTTOUPYEW
S TEXVOYOVEW

P TEXVOTPOPE®

join in hypocrisy
join in helping
bear children
bring up children

Activity Predicates

P TENECPOPEW
P TPWYW

e Tpwy

‘@ TupToviCw
#OTTOTVEW
S Ywuilw
“*dyadoepyéw
¢, ) ’
s aryobomolew
“*lepovpyEw
\/ ’
9 XAHOTIOLEW
P UANOVYEW
S AANOTIOLEW
P UATATTOVEW
O AATOUTHOTIER
“»dpbomodéw

produce ripe fruit
eat

torment; torture
blow gently

feed by hand

do good

do what is right
act as a priest

do evil

mistreat

do what is right
torment; oppress
spy out

act rightly



“*ouveadin
* TUVELWYEOUAL
“*dypedw
N0
“*dA0dw
*dudw

0 QvEw
“*dpotpLdw
“*Booxw
“*Bpdw

P VEWPYEW
*YEWPY
e
“*uaotilw
e otpaive

Labor & Behavior Activity Predicates

eat with

feast together
hunt, fish, catch
grind

thresh

reap

winnow

plow

feed; herd; tend
pour forth
cultivate; till
draw; haul
whip; scourge
shepherd

“ pafBdilw
“*Baotalw
“*3108ebw
“*xoAuufdw
“»dpyEopat

S TOpaAEYOpAL
P TUPATAEW

“* Topamopebopa
P TEPLPEPW

* TETOMAL

® TpOTTOPEVOMAL
* cuVodedw

P TUVTPEYW

O TTEPUTATEW

beat, thresh

bear; carry; pick up
travel through
swim

dance

sail past; coast along
sail past

go by; pass by

carry about

tly

go on before

travel together with
run together

walk; live



“*ddw

Saivéw

s dhoAalw

G YopEW
“*Bptyw/Bpixw
(St yoyyolw
2 JohoAéw [ TUMOAEW
“*StAéyoual

“* daenuilw
(St )yAevdlw
(&%) duyéopa
“*Suoppéw

S Eyrauydopal
o (x)poxmpilw

Speech & Sound Activity Predicates

sing

praise

wail; clash

speak allegorically
grind one’s teeth
complain, grumble
discuss

converse; argue
spread information
scoff; mock; jeer
tell; relate; describe
slander; defame
boast

ridicule; sneer

S YeEAdW [xaToryEAdW
*raiw

S ATPELW

* puxetypidw

B ETOUTEW [ TIPOTALTEW
“* TpoTEL)OUAL

s gaAtilw
“»oefdlopa

e otevalw

e sulnTéw

P TUVOUIAEW

S OTEPEVTUYYAVW

S VIMw

“* Oplopal

laugh/ridicule
weep; cry

serve; worship
mock

beg

pray

blow a trumpet
worship

sigh; groan
debate; argue
talk with; converse
plead; intercede
sing praise

roar



What is not a perfect?  Semelfactive Predicates

*dotpdmTw flash; gleam

“»efaoTpdmTw flash or gleam like lightning
“*xpolw knock

evuotalw nod; become drowsy
»pamilw strike, slap, thrash

“* dAAopaL leap; spring up

Syerdw laugh

s 3otdlw doubt; waver

S xotaceiw motion; make a sign

9 duvéw hesitate; delay



What is not a perfect?

* Large swaths of verbs denoting states, perhaps a majority, never
form perfects.

* Semelfactives and the perfect never co-occur.

* Activity predicates, similarly, do not mix well.



What is a perfect?

* Different people say different things.

* So maybe it would be helpful for us to gauge the thing they say, if
we've looked at some first verbs.



What is a perfect?

“*dvolyw

** ATTOTTENW

(&%) Bdw
" EXYEW

"¢ ENATTOW
“* EAadve

o L

* HOTAPYE®
o plmTw
“*xhelw
éxiy

¢ abpoilw
* AVATPEQW
’E’ yuuvadw
EUATN(EW
“*Enpaive

&

*

open
send; send out

put; throw; cast (out)

pour out; shed (blood)
make lower; make inferior
drive (trans.)

wipe out; set aside; abolish
throw; throw down

shut

rise; raise up; get up
assemble; gather

care for; bring up

train

teach; instruct

wither; dry up; to dry up

Caused Motion & Processes

# VPO to burn; burn; fire

» etopalw prepare; make ready

S AoTOUER hew (out of a rock)

* oudedo discipline; train; educate
smopoddw  weaken; disable

s opaoxevdlw prepare; be ready

S opinul weaken; let fall at the side
S eptdéw wrap around (trans.)

s meptlowopt  gird (trans.)
“*epaAdTTW cover; conceal; blindfold
sotpwvwuutl  spread

#Onoavpilw  store up; lay up; save up

S xaiw light; burn; kindle
“*otpilw strengthen; establish
stpoymAilw  strangle, put in a headlock



Caused States: Transference

“*dyopddw buy; purchase *mpoo@épw  bring; offer; bring to
“*alpw take up; take away; pick up iyt put; place; lay

2 AVTAEW draw (water) P TUY YAV find; experience; attain
“*dmootepéw  steal; defraud *$*UOVWVEW share; share in

“* Sexatdw collect tithes; pay tithes

“*Jéyopa receive; accept; welcome

30wt give; grant

“*Swpéopat  bestow; present

“*KatodapBdvwgrasp; lay hold of
“*¥xA\npovopéw inherit

“AapuBdvew  receive; take

P UETEYW share; partake; participate
snapadidwut  deliver; hand over; betray
emmpdoxw  sell



Caused States: Status & Location

& ) ! . &, 2 7/ .

" amoYpaee enroll; register “weviomu put, place in

S HPOTEW seize; arrest weploTnut place on, at

SN untie; release slomut set, place

“* uepilw divide; deal out; apportion % xaAdTTw cover; hide; conceal
“*uwotedw  betroth S RATOAEITT leave; leave behind
CTEPITEWVW  circumcise PUPOTTW hide; conceal
$oTeEQavéw  crown * uovdw forsake; leave alone
sowapndlw  seize s maploTut place beside
*ouvdéw bind someone with o TTOLPOOAVTITE hide; conceal
*onlw save; deliver e mElw press down
“*dmaddotpléw estrange; alienate ® TUYHOAVTTTW conceal

’E’ o:moxgat'mrw hide; conceal ’E’ i)'rco*to'cc,mw subject; subordinate
“*dpopilw appoint; set apart ** QaveEPOW reveal; make clear
“*dopepilw  divide; distribute Sxwpilw leave; separate

“»Soxopmilw scatter; disperse



Caused States: Cognition & Judgment

“»30&alw praise; glorify “* Sucatdw justify

“*eAeéwshow mercy “» doxtpdlw test; approve

o E&lomul amaze; astonish; astound  **douvAdw enslave

o melbw persuade; convince o eyxawifw inaugurate; ratify

* AV deceive; lead astray s ax\éyopat choose; select
“*00¢ilw make wise »{wypéw catch; capture alive
*TUYYEW confuse; confound S AATAYVOOAW convict; condemn
P TUPOW be puffed up; be conceited **xatopbuiw take a count of

S YOPLTOW bestow favor on S xaplve/xaToaxpive judge/condemn
oUW bother; annoy “*opilw determine

*QUOLOW make proud; puff up ® TOUPALTEOALL refuse; reject; excuse
“*3&L16w judge worthy $* TTPOXUPOW select
“*dmodoxiudlw reject ¥ TPOYELPOTOVEW appoint beforehand
* amoAdw release; set free; let go *Tdoow designate

*aoinut forgive; leave ssxapilopat forgive; give freely



“* vamodn

o Slxw

“* EMdw

o gumimAnu
“*Depamedw
“*OABw
“*idopa

P UATATTEMW
“* guMapfdve
“*TpoupatiCw
S TUEAOW

* pLdw

® AUPLEVVUNL

Caused States: Physiological & Grooming

make rest, refresh
persecute

cause sores

satisty; fill

heal; cure

afflict; oppress

heal; cure

quiet; restrain

seize; arrest; apprehend
wound

blind; make blind
silence; put to silence
clothe; dress

Voo O TT TR
*Bamtidw

“* Stadwwvupul
e Evdhw
“*evtulioow
o lpotilw

s xafomAilw
P UOTUEW

S A00w

s Eupdw

S epfdMw
* oTopYovdw

uncover; unveil

baptize

gird; tie around

put on; clothe; dress

wrap up; wrap (up); fold up
clothe

arm; equip oneself

adorn; decorate; make neat
wash; bathe

shave

clothe; dress

wrap up in cloths



“aydlw

e ayvidw

“* dpopotdw
“*Jloomdw
*oTPEQW
P EXTTPEQW

* EvTUTTdW
“*Epnudw
“*Opadw
“*xabopilw

S UATAUTHATTT
“*xatacepoyilw
“*xatapbeipw
“*xauotyptaldw

Caused States: Transformation

sanctify; make holy **xevéw

purify

make similar
tear apart
pervert
pervert

carve; engrave
ruin; lay waste
break; oppressed
purity; cleanse
tear down
seal up
corrupt; ruin
brand; sear

o% ¢
* XEPAVVLL
*2*%01VoW
**UOVIAW
*uaive
o ubyvout
o TaAodw
2 TTAATOVR
J ’
P TWPOW
Xdea 10
** TXOTOW
2 oTIAOW
S ouvtpiPw

*oppayilw

empty; render void
mix

defile

whitewash

defile

mix

wear out; become old
enlarge; make broad
harden

decay; rot

be darkened; darken
defile; stain; to stain, defile
crush; shatter; smash
seal; seal up



QA LuL

* (Gvat)yevvdw
“*Stapbeipw
(&%) péw
o eEaptilw
“*OepeAtéw
0w
“*xotaptilw

Caused States: Begin/End & Other

destroy; perish; lose

beget (again)

destroy; corrupt

complete; fill; fulfill

bring to an end; finish
establish; lay the foundation
kill; slaughter; sacrifice
complete; prepare; restore

“*xataoxeudlw build; prepare; make ready

seutilw

P UECTOW
S UUEW
SVEXPOW
e adw

s medexilw

create

fill; to fill

initiate; learn the secret
put to death

stop; cease

behead

* TTANPOQOPEW
B TTOLEW

2 oealw
*(ov)oTowpdw
**TEAEIOW [ TEAEW
“*Bapiw

X

SVAW

s relpdlw
*0lbw

s opvpvilw

2 owPELW
*owtilw
SYPLTEW

fulfill; convince fully
make; do

slaughter

crucify (with)
complete; perfect
burden; weigh down
bind; tie

prevail; conquer
test; tempt

cause to take root
treat with myrrh
heap up; load up
enlighten

gild; adorn with gold



What is a perfect?

* dohouféw
“*dvaPaive
S AVoTEMW
“* AnaMdoTw
’00 ) ’

* ATTEPYOMAL
* droxuAin
“* Sigpyopal
e eyyilw
’00 ) __1

elogpyopal
* EXQELYW
’00 b) 4

* ExTiTTR
e &épyouat
semifaive
e emminTw
’00 b) ’

* ETLTUVAYW

follow
come up; ascend; go up

rise; go up (labile causative)
leave; come to a settlement

depart; go; go away

roll away

pass through; go through
draw near

enter; go in (to)

escape

fall; fall off

go out; come out

set foot in

fall on; throw oneself upon
gather together

Processes: Motion

s Epyoual

s xabiw
ssxatafoive
S UATAVTAW
s uetafaive

* TOPONOAOVBEW

S TOLPEPYOMAL
*" TAPEPX O

s meptiomyl
\/ ’

S inTw

“* opedopal

s pofaivw

$* TPOTEPYOUAL

*TUVAYW
“*guvabpoilw
* TUVEPYOMAL

come; arrive

sit down; sit
go/come down
reach; arrive at
depart; pass over
follow; accompany
pass away; pass by
avoid; stand around
fall; fall down

go; travel; go out
advance; go forward
come up; approach
assemble; gather
gather together
come together



“*aitéw
“*dmodeinvoul

OEO -’Yp O,(CPICO
*EYYpaow

’E’ ebnyEw
*ETLYpdow

“* edoryyeMlw

P UANEW

S AAEW
wAéyw/elmov/epd
O TOUPOHAUAER

S TTPOYPAPW
$TPOTTATTW

“* ouyxataTiOnul
*xenuatidn

Processes : Communication

ask; ask for “*dpvéopal
proclaim; declare  **3iatdoow
write 2 EVTENW

deny; repudiate
give orders; direct
command; order

inscribe; write down % émoryyéMopat promise

sound forth B ETINOAEW
inscribe; write on % xauydopal
proclaim good news **xpdw

call; name LA TUPEW
speak; say P TUPAYYENW
say; tell * TTPOELTTOV
urge; implore ® TPOETAYYEM®
write beforehand ~ “*mpooxoiéw
command; order % pcvvouL

agree, consent with %*guvtidnui
negotiate, warn “*Umodéyopal

call; call upon
boast

shout; call out
testify; bear witness
command

tell beforehand
promise previously
summon

farewell

agree; decide
receive; welcome



WYUUED
“*ylvopal

¢, ’

S TTdONAL
\/ !

P UATIOW
*uAvw

S UOUAW
S UOTIAW
“* uavBdvew
“*poyivopal
s ouufaive
P TEAEUTAW

marry
be; become; take place
be defeated; succumb to
become rusty; corroded
bend, lie down

sleep; fall asleep

toil; labor

learn

happen before

happen; come about

die

Processes: Various Sorts



What is a perfect?

* dryamdw

* dxodw
QoY EW
“*dofevéw
“*BdeAbooopat
SV WVOTHW
*dapwvEw
“*ddew

* &xhavddvopat
s EAmtidw

s ¢Eovhevéw

S ETTLYVOOKW
s emibupéw

s Emdavidvopat

love

hear; listen to
become callous
be sick; be weak
abhor; detest
(come to) know
disagree

be thirsty

forget (altogether)

hope

despise; disdain
know; recognize
to desire
neglect; forget

States: Mind & Body

2 eD0pETTEW
2 c0AOYEW
SyEopal
“*Bavpdlw
“» Dedopaut
0w
*Dewpiw

please; be pleasing
praise; bless
consider; regard

to be amazed

see; look at; behold
want, wish
observe, look at



What is a perfect? States: Mind & Body

S UGV be tired STolamwpéw be sorrowful
“*xatappovéw despise; to disregard P OEW love

“* uediw drunk “* poféw be afraid
“*uepvdew  be anxious * PPOVEW to have an opinion

“*utpuvoxopal remember
“*ulotwhate

“*olda know

“*6pdw see; become visible
* TdoYW suffer

#TUOTELW believe

‘s mpoywwoxw know beforehand
“smpoeAntilw  hope before

* TTPOOPALW foresee; see before
“*obvotda share the knowledge of



States: Various Sorts

“*dvbictyu  stand in opposition; resist

“*Sopévw remain; continue
“*SovAedw serve; be a slave
“*elwda be accustomed
“*Eowna be like

Sy have

“*Ovnoww die; be dead

\/ /4 . .

P UEVW remain; stay; reside

‘s mapayeiudlw winter; spend the winter
‘s mopolyopat  be past

** TAOUTEW be rich; become rich

s moArtevopat  live; lead one’s life
#VoTEPEW lack; fall short of



What is a perfect?

* Change-of-state predicates dominate the field, whether as
causatives or various types of processes.

* But there are still a good number of state predicates and a
handful of activity-like predicates.

* The contemporary secondary literature does not have a whole
lot to say about these facts



What does the literature say?

“A surprisingly large degree of consistency can be found in
definitions of the meaning of the Greek Perfect, i.e. definitions of
its aspectual function.”

—Stanley E. Porter, Verbal Aspect in the Greek of the New
Testament, with Reference to Tense and Mood, 248.



Like English: Anterior

* In essence, though not exactly in use, the Greek perfect tense corresponds
to the English one, in that it is not a past tense but a present one,
indicating not the past action as such but the present «state of affairs»
resulting from the past action (Zerwick, 1963, 96).

* The perfect system expresses the view of an action as being in some way
prior (Swetnam, 1998, 138).

* The expansion of the category perfect to verbs and voices where it cannot
express resultant state means that these new forms get Anterior-like
semantics: they are simply not interpretable as Resultatives (Haug 2008,

302).



Event completion & Present effect

By the Pe)zrfect the Greeks denote an action completed for and with reference to the Present (Curtius
1872, 281

The perfect (as also the pluperfect) unites in itself as it were present and aorist, since it expresses
the continuance of completed action (Blass 1911, 198).

The Perfect action is a variety by itself, denoting what began in the past and still continues: thus
from the “point” root weido, “discover, descry,” comes the primitive perfect oida, “I discovered
(eidov) and still enjoy the results,” i.e. “I know (Moulton 1908, 109).

The perfe)ct denotes a completed action the effects of which still continue in the present (Smyth,
1956, 434).

The Aktionsart belonging pro;l)erl to the [perfect] tense is either fulfilment in the present of a
process begun in the past or else the contemplation of an event having taken place in the past
with an interval intervening, whereas the English perfect is used when no interval intervenes
(Turner 1961, 81-2).

The perfect combines in itself, so to speak, the present and the aorist in that it denotes the
continuance of completed action (Blass, Debrunner, & Funk 1961, 175).

The perfect tense basically had reference to the present state of the subject, which results from a
previous, completed action or experience (Moorhouse 1982, 197).



Event Completion

The Perfect expresses a complete action, whether it be not completed till the very moment of speaking, as
éyfoc o, I have (just) written; or has been completed a long time before, as 1) mAoAig Extiotay, it has been
uilt (Kuhner-Jelf1866).

“By)the Perfect the Greeks denote an action completed for and with reference to the Present” (Curtius 1872,
281

“The perfect tense is used in full accordance with its meaning when the past is set in relation to the
g{resent, i.e., when something past is to be indicated as now (in the present) absolutely completed” (Winer
Moulton 1882, 338).

The perfect represents an action as already finished at the present time; as yeypaga, I have written (that is,
my writing is now finished) (Goodwin 1889, 13)

In its most frequent use the Perfect Indicative represents an action as standing at the time of speaking
complete (Burton 1898, 37).

The perfect tense expresses completion in the present, and hence is sometimes called the present perfect
(Gildersleeve 1900).

The perfect, considered purely as an aspect, involves the postulation ofa ‘viewing point’ from which a
given ‘event’, having previously taken place, is seen to be already completed (Horrocks 2010, 174).

A property of the SUBJECT at reference time as a function of the event described by the lexical verb having
run to some terminal point (Crellin 2012).



Event Completion & Result State

* The perfect indicative locates the state resulting from the completion of
the preceding state of affairs in the 'present'. (Rijksbaron 2007, 35)

* lavaleur fondamentale du theme du parfait consiste a exprimer letat
resultant de lachevement delaction’
(the fundamental value of the perfect tense is to express the state resulting
from the completion of the action) (Ruijgh 1991, 208).



State/Stative

The Perfect is sometimes used when the attention is directed wholly to the present resulting
state, the past action of which it is the result being left out of thought (Burton, 1898, 37).

The perfect aspect expresses the state or condition of the subject of the verb, as a result of an
action (logically a prior action), but most often with comparatively little reference to the action
itself (McKay 1994. 31).

The perfect and pluperfect tense-forms occur in contexts where the user of Greek wishes to
depict the action as reflecting a given (often complex) state of affairs (Porter, 1999, 39).

The perfect and pluperfect [are] members of the stative aspect in which the speaker conceives
the verbal idea as a condition or state of affairs (Young, 1994, 126).

The aspect of the perfect is stative: it describes a state/condition rather than an action—a
situation described with no reference to change or expenditure of energy. This “state” refers to
the state of the grammatical subject of the sentence, not the object (Decker 2014, 329)



What does the literature say? ~ Something else?

* The aspect of the perfect and pluperfect is sometimes called stative, resultative, completed, or
perfective-stative. Whatever it is called, the kind of action portrayed (in its unaffected meaning)
1s a combination of the external and internal aspects: The action is presented externally

summary), while the resultant state proceeding from the action is presented internally
continuous state) (Wallace 1996, 573).

* The lperfect in NT Greek is a complex verbal category denoting, in its basic sense, a state which
results from a prior occurrence. Thus, it combines three elements within its invariant meaning:
the Aktionsart-feature of stative situation, the tense-feature of anteriority, and the aspect of
summary viewpoint concerning the occurrence (Fanning 1990, 119-20).

* It is taken to convey stative force, imperfective aspect, and non-past temporal reference. The form
itself does not in itself refer to prior occurrence, though the lexical semantics of action verbs tend
to produce this effect. The state involved is always that of the subject (Evans 2001, 147).

* the perfect shares the imperfective aspect of the present tense-form, as well as the spatial value
of proximity. The proximity of the &)erfect, however, reaches a higher degree than that of the
present, thus being the value that distinguishes the two forms (Campbell 2007, 210).



What does the literature say?

* How do we account for these competing definitions?

* First, by not saying that they're competing.

* ‘Compete’ conveys something about winning and losing that we
maybe don’t need: involving a winner on the one hand and losers on
the other.

* This hinders our capacity to engage with those we disagree.



What does the literature say?

* This does not mean that we accept all definitions as correct.

* Some of these definitions, especially the ones that lean on
English, are rather problematic.



What does the data say?




High Transitivity Events



High Transitivity Events

A

A

Internal Event Structure

A

Instigation—Process—Completion
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L

—— Resultative

Terminative

Continuative
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adapted from Shibatani (2006, 221)

Impending



High Transitivity Events

High transitivity events:
1) Agentive subject
2) Overt, highly distinguishable object
3) Object undergoes a change of state.
4) Agent is not affect by the event/process



High Transitivity Verbs: Intransitive Middle Perfect

Perfective (Mt 26:26):
AaPwv 0 'Ingods dpTtov xal ebAOYN TG EXAATEY
Jesus, taking bread & giving thanks, broke it.

Imperfective (1 Cor10:16):
TOV APTOV OV KAQUEV
the bread which we break

Perfect (Plut., Against Colotes 25 — media tantum):
Y) O€ XWTY) XEXAATTOL
the oar is broken




High Transitivity Verbs w/Transitive Perfect

Tend to fall into a few semantic classes:
e Caused Motion/Transterence
* Finish/Achieve
e Labor/Production

* Still have Agentive Subject & Highly affected Object

* Subject also affected by the event




Caused Motion Verbs: Act=trans. & Mid=Intrans.

* alpw, ‘take away, remove’
* Active: Npxev xelpag évavtiov o0 xupiov
‘he has lifted his hand against the Lord’ (Job 15:25)
* Middle: dmé yap mpocwmou adiciog HeTon 6 dixatog
‘From the face of injustice the righteous person is removed’ (Lxx Is 57:1)

* exYEw, ‘pour out’
* Active: o0x exxgyvxa adTo Tl YHv
‘I have not poured it out upon the land’ (Lxx Ez 24:7)

* Middle: 1y ayary to0 Beod gxxéyvtar €v Tals xopdiog UV
‘The love of God has been poured out in our hearts (Rom 5:5)




Transference Verbs w/Transitive Perfect

didwp, Igivex toy’
* %Gy v 36&av v Sédwndg pot Sédwxa adTols, .
The glory which you have given me I have given them (John 17:22)

xatopYew, ‘I set aside X’

* xatnpynxo ta tod vymiov.
I did away with childish things (1 Cor 13:11)



Finish/Achieve Verbs w/Transitive Perfect

TAnpow, ‘complete; fill; fulfill x’

* 0 Yap QyaTtV TOV ETEQPOV VOUOY ETANQWKEY
For the person who loves another has fulfilled the Law (Rom 13:8).

TeAéw, ‘1 finish, complete x’

* TOV OPOUOV TETEAEXAL
I have finished the course (2 Tim 4:7)




Middling Transitive Verbs

With a Transitive Perfect



Mid-Transitive Verbs w/Transitive Perfect

Less transitive events (Middling Transitivity Verbs?):
1) Agentive Subject still cause event.
2) Opvert, highly distinguishable object.

3) Object undergoes a cognitive change rather than physical.

4
5

Agent’s involvement in the event is itself an affected change.

)
)
)
)

Predominately communication verbs.



Communication Verbs w/Transitive Perfect

xoAEw, ‘call; summon’

* gl 3¢ 6 dmioTog ywplileTal, xwpellgobw: o dedobAwTat 6 ASEAPOS 1) 1) AdEAQY) €V Tolg
TOLOVTOLG, €V OE elpV)vy) xEXANKEV NUAS 6 Dedg
But if the unbelieving spouse separates, let them. The brother or sister is not
bound in such cases. It is to peace that God has called us (1 Cor 7:15).

dlataoow, ‘command, given an order’

* Sratetayevar KAaidiov ywpileabat mavtag tovg Tovdaiovg dmo s Poung
Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome (Acts 18:2).




Communication Verbs w/Transitive Perfect

Ypdow, ‘write x’

* dmexpldn o ITiAdtog "0 yeypaga yeYpagpa.
Pilate replied, “What I have written, I have written” (John 19:22).

* dvaryraiwg viv Tpoonaouey tals mpoextedeioats adtod puwvais mapadoaty, Ny
mepl Mapxov 10D 10 edoryyeALov yeYypapoTog
For the present purpose we must add to his statements, already quoted
above, a tradition about Mark, the author of the Gospel (FPap 3.14).




Communication Verbs w/Transitive Perfect

29 And Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, kill him and
bury him.” 30 Benaiah son of Jehoiada went at the tent of the Lord and said to
him, “This is what the king says: ‘Come out! ” Joab said, “I will not come out
because then I will die.” Benaiah son of Jehoiada returned and said to the king,
saying, “Thus Joab spoke (AcAdAnxev) and thus he responded (gmoxexpirat) to
me.” 31 The king told him, “Go and do to him just as he has said (sipyxev). Kill
him and bury him (Lxx 3 King 2:29—-31)




Communication Verbs w/Transitive Perfect

4 And you shall speak to the whole house of Israel: 5 ‘This is what
the Lord says..

... 13 And my anger and my wrath will be accomplished against them, and you will
acknowledge that ], the Lord, have spoken (AcAdAnxa) in my zeal, when I have
accomplished my anger against them. 14 And I will place you in the desert with your
daughters surrounding you, before all those who travel through. 15 And you will be
mourned and wretched among the nations who surround you when I make a

judgment against you in the vengeance of my anger. I the Lord have spoken

(AeAdAnxa). 16 And when I have dispatched the javelins of famine against them,
they also will be in a faint, and I will crush the supply of your bread. 17 And I will
dispatch famine and grievous wild beasts against you, and I will take vengeance on
you, and death and blood will pass through against you, and I will bring a sword

against you all around. I, the Lord, have spoken (AeAdAnxa) (Lxx Eze 5:4-17).




Low Transitivity Verbs

With a Transitive Perfect Active



Low Transitivity Verbs: Trans. & Intrans. Perfects

Low transitive events, but still not intransitive or states:

1) Subject undergoes a change of state.

2) Subiject is still volitional.

3) Object effects that change in the subject.
)

4) Kinds of events include:

* learning, reciprocity, benefactive-transference

* non-caused motion, body action



Low Transitivity Lexemes — Reciprocity

Perfective (Phil 4:15):
oUJENIa MOl EXxANTia Exovmwvnaey eig AdYov d0aew xal ANUPEwS...
Not one church shared with me in the matter of giving & receiving

Imperfective (1 Peter 4:13):
aMa 180 xovwvelite Tolg Tod Xptaotod mabnuacty yaipete
But to the extant that you are sharing in Christ’s sufferings, rejoice.

Perfect (Heb 2:14):
TOL TIOULO L0l XEXOLVWVYKEY OIUATOG Kl TOLPXOG
the children are partakers of blood and flesh




Low Transitivity Verbs w/Transitive Perfect

pavlave, learn x’

* uepadnxey 1) YAOToo a0tV AoAely Peudi)
Their tongue has learned /knows how to speak lies (LXX Jer 9:4).

AavOavw, ‘escape from x’

* 1olog Oe TOTOG 0TIV THS TUVETEWS; AEANDev TavTar dvBpwov
And what is the place of understanding? It has escaped/is hidden from all
people (LXX Job 28:21).




Low Transitivity Verbs w/Intransitive Perfect

moAepew, ‘1 fight x’

* &v0a O dyyehov adTd dbfivar EoTdTa Emdvw Tod TéTOU, 00 TOV Brudy iSpdabat &v
‘TepogoAvuoLg, xal xeAeVely adToV Uy 18p0[e]odat o iepdv, dta T alpatt
avBpwmive TeQLEOat xal TTOMA ETY) TEMOAEUNKEVAL.

Then an angel appeared to him standing above the place where the altar is
set up in Jerusalem and ordered him not to set up the temple, because he
was defiled with human blood and was a warrior for many years (OT
Pseudepigrapha Eupolemus 30:5 [fragment #2]).




Dynamic Intransitive Verbs

(i.e. not states)

Intransitive Perfects



Dynamic Intransitive Verbs

Intransitive, non-state verbs:
1) A single participant undergoes a process

2) Kinds of events include:
* Translational motion, body action

* Spontaneous events, generic ‘happen’ verbs



Dynamic Intransitive Verbs with the Perfect

ntatw, ‘trip, fall’ is ambiguous with either Semelfactive (dynamic,
no change) or Telic (change-of-state) readings.
Aorist: Either reading is possible.

* UY) EmTALTAY VO TTETWTLY; UY) YEVOLTO
Did they stumble such that they fell? Absolutely not (Rom 11:11).

* eBpovtnoev Kuplog ... xal cuveydlnoay xal Extatgay évmmiov Tapani
The Lord thundered ... and threw [them] into confusion and they fell
before Israel (Lxx 1 Kingdoms 7:10).

Perfect: Telic (=completed) event only.
* yai eldov maideg Adpadlop éti gmtaixacty amd mpocwmov IopomA
And the sons of Hadraazar saw that they have fallen in front of Israel
(LXX 1 Chron. 1919).




Dynamic Intransitive Verbs with the Perfect

ggxopat, ‘I come/go’

* A&yw Oty o1t xat "HAlog eEAnAvley
[ tell you that Elijah certainly has come/is certainly here (Mk g:13).

Cvnoxw, ‘1die’

* tat)p pot Baboufdog v &M 6 %y Tébvnxe
My father was Bethuel, but he has died/is dead already (Josephs, Antiquities
1.248).




Dynamic Intransitive Verbs with the Perfect

eyyilw, ‘draw near’
Present/Aorist: Volitional subject, motion

* SAwG €l auvarywyNy avdpdv dixalwy odx Eyyilel, AN amogelyel avTolg
he never comes near an assembly of righteous men; instead he avoids them
(Hermas, Man. XI, 13)

Perfect: Inanimate subject, no motion

* Nyytxev 1 Bagtieio Tod Oeod
The kingdom of God is near (Luke 10:11).



Usage Notes: Perfects & Dynamic Verbs

Highest transitive verbs only have intransitive perfects:

1.

2.

The susjecT of the perfect exists in a STATE.

That STATE exists paradigmatically in the lexicon alongside the transitive
non-perfect.

The object of the transitive non-perfect is the subject of the intransitive
perfect.

Since the perfect is intransitive: some active-only, others middle-only.



Usage Notes: Perfects & Dynamic Verbs

The middle two groups of transitive verbs have transitive perfects.

1. In the active, the oBjis in a resultant state from the event’s completion.
* Current relevance only exists as an implication of the discourse/context.
* Involves the grammaticalization of EVENT COMPLETION rather than relevance.

2. Perfects are transitive in the Active & intransitive in the Middle
* ameotaixa, ‘I have sent [a messenger]| «— améotoApal, 1Tam sent’

* veypaga, 1 have written [a letter]” - yeypamtay, ‘It is written’



Usage Notes: Perfects & Dynamic Verbs

The low transitive verbs have transitive and intransitive perfects.
1. The supjunderwent a completed change of state & exists as result state.
* Both RESULT STATE & EVENT COMPLETION are effectively indistinguishable.

2. Transitivity & Voice alternations have lexical idiosyncrasies
* uepadnxa, ‘I have learned=I know [+acc]’ «— (active-only, no middle)

* (middle-only, no active) «~-  Nywvioual, ‘Thave fought to the end [+acc]’



Usage Notes: Perfects & Dynamic Verbs

Intransitive Verbs have intransitive perfects

1. A completed change of state took place & a participant exist in a
resultant state.

* Usually the SUBJECT

* For ‘happen’ verbs, the affected participant is often dative rather than the
subject.

2. Both suBJECT STATE & EVENT COMPLETION are effectively indistinguishable.

3. Any voice alternations are lexical idiosyncrasies



State Predicates



How well do State Predicates fit here?

The facts on the ground.

* A minority of verbs that denote states also realize a perfect in their
paradigm.

* The working assumption is: the concept of EVENT COMPLETION/RESULT STATE
is somehow integral to the meaning of the perfect.

* The basic idea of what is a state predicate is in opposition to the basic idea
of EVENT COMPLETION/RESULT STATE.



State Predicates and Analogical Extension

When wanting to form a perfect with a state verb the language user
had two possible options:

* Convert the state predicate and retain the change-of-state semantics
required for the pertfect.

* Convert the change-of-state semantics and retain the stativity of the verb.

* Both of these happen.



Analogical Extension: Convert the State Predicate

Both the RESULT STATE and EVENT COMPLETION readings of the perfect
require a CHANGE-OF-STATE predicate.

* The former has more in common with a non-perfect state verb than the latter.
nelfw, ‘persuade; make trust’
motelw, ‘believe, trust’

* "AMoug Eowaey, EquTov o0 duvatal acdaat: BagtAeds TopanA €atuy, xatafBdatw viv dmo
T0D oTavpod xal miotevgopmey €’ adTOY. mETOLdey el TOV Bedv, puadadw viv el BEAeL
a0TOV-

He saved others. He can’t save himself. King of Israel, is he? Let him now come
down from the cross and we will believe in him. He believes in God, so let God
deliver him now if he wants him (Mt 27:42-3).




Analogical Extension: Adapt the State Predicate

miotevw, ‘believe, trust’

* glmev 00V 6 Tnoolg Tolg Swdexa: M) xai Uuels OéAete Omdyew; dmexpifn adTE
Yipwv ITétpog Kbpte, mpog tiva amelevaouedo; pnpoata (wig alwviov Eyels xal
VUETS TETLTTEORAMEY Kol Eyvewxauey Tt ol el 6 dytog Tod feod
Jesus then said to the twelve, Don’t you also want to leave? Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord to whom would we go? You have words of eternal life

and we have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God
(John 6:66-9).




Analogical Extension: Adapt the State Predicate

gxw, ‘have, possess’

* XOAOV UOwp EYOUEV €V T TaTPISL MoV
We have good water in my homeland (Josephus, Antiquities 7.312).

* 31’ 00 xal TV TTpoTaywYNY ETYNKAMEY T TioTeL €l TV XdpY TAOTYV
We have come to have/have obtained access by faith (Rom 5:2).




Analogical Extension: Adapt the Perfect’s Semantics

Reconstrue the extend the semantics of the perfect.

* Grammarians have noted that perfects with certain classes of state
predicates have “intensive” meaning.

* Rijksbaron (2007, 38) puts it in this way:

“In the case of verbs whose present stem forms [i.e. non-past, imperfective]
already to some degree express a state, the perfect expresses the highest
degree of that state, (so-called intensive perfect).”



Analogical Extension: Adapt the Perfect’s Semantics

The structure of the analogical extension:
* Some types of states maybe be construed as scalar

* A transitive perfect refers to the COMPLETED EVENT/RESULTANT STATE



Scale of transitivity and Internal Event Structure

Internal Event Structure
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Experiential Scale of a Physiological State

[ am not hungry [ am extremely hungry



Analogical Extension: Adapt the Perfect’s Semantics

English aspectual adverbs have this exact function.

* I'm hungry vs. 'm completely famished.

* John is exhausted vs. John is totally exhausted.



Analogical Extension: Adapt the Perfect’s Semantics

dupaw, ‘be thirsty’

o émelvaoo yop xal é3wxate pot payely, Edidnoa xal EMOTIoUTE He
I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink (Mt 25:35).

* dyptot xal Onplwdels €x @Uoewg xal LEAETYS YEYOVOTES, aipatog dvdpwmeiov
deduhnxdTeg
For some influence by a reckless audacity, supported by physical prowess, and
equipped in full armor for war, strike down hoards of adversaries in a general
slaughter and win the well-sounding—but little deserved—name of Respected.
Yet though their victory gave them renowned from who judge such things, from
nature and practice they have become savage and bestial in their total thirst for
human blood. (Philo, Virtues 1-2)




Analogical Extension: Adapt the Perfect’s Semantics

miotevw, ‘believe’

e elmey adtf 6 'Inoods: "Eya el v dvdortaats xal ¥) {w)- 6 Totedwy el Eue xdv dmoddwy
(noetat, xal Tag 6 {Hv xal ToTedwy €ig Eue ob p) amodavy eig Tov aldva- ToTEVELS
tolto; Aéyet abt®- Nai, xbple: &y memioteuxa 8Tt oU el 6 Xptotdg 6 vidg Tod Beod
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me even
if they die, will live. And everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?” She answered him, “Yes, Lord. I certainly believe that you are

the Messiah, the Son of God” (Jn 11:25-7).




Analogical Extension: Adapt the Perfect’s Semantics

neddw, ‘be drunk’

* £XTTOG Yap TO (Olov Jelmvov TpoAauBavel €V TG éoocys’i‘v, xal 0§ UEV TEWVA, 0G O ebuet
For each takes his own meal in the eating, and one is hungry, and the other
drunk (1 Cor 11:21).

* Kai tote 9’ TopamA uepebuopevog oyt vonael, / 000€ pey a0’ dioet BeBopnuévos odaot
Aemtolc. [ 4N omotav ‘ERpaiotc 7€y XoAos Yibiotolo }J oloTpopavng xal mlaTy AT’
adTOV eEapeleltal, [ odpaviov Tt Talda Heod SiednAnaavto
And then Israel, completely drunk, won’t understand. / She will not even hear,
being burdened with weak ears. / But when the raging venom of the Most high
comes upon the Hebrews / it will even take their faith from them / because they

caused great harm to the son of the heavenly God (Sibylline Oracles 1.360-4).




Analogical Extension: Unintended Consequences

* Semantic bleaching is a common problem for any kind of INTENSIVE
expression.

* Consider:
* ‘How are you today?’
* I'm feeling whelmed.

* Tm feeling overwhelmed.



Analogical Extension: Unintended Consequences

Consider:
* The usage of the perfect with intensive and inchoative states is very old.
* Thus many perfects with state predicates are likely already bleached.

* The especially true of:
1. High frequency verbs

2. Verbs mostly closely related to embodied experience.

**cough** olda **cough**



Concluding Thoughts



Concluding thoughts...

e The raw data illustrates...

* ...a clear preference for verbs that convey a change-of-state, i.e. are telic

* ...whatlooks like the grammaticalization of EVENT-COMPLETION/RESULT
STATE event structure

* (you can call it something else if you'd like—I have written what I have written.)
* ...a preference for the subject to be the means of referring to that state
* Whether through transitivity shifts

* Orvoice alternations
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